her counselling. And he thanked God, from Whom
proceeds all virtue and goodness, that He had sent
him a wife of so very great discretion.

And when the day arrived for his adversaries to
appear before him, he spoke to them kindly, in this
wise: "Howbeit that of your pride and presumption
and folly, and in your negligence and ignorance, you
have borne yourselves badly and have trespassed
against me, yet for as much as I see and behold your
great humility and that you are sorry and repentant
for your crimes, it constrains me to show you grace
and mercy. Therefore do I receive you into my grace
and forgive you utterly all the offences, injuries, and
wrongs that you have done against me and mine; to
this effect and to this end: that God of His endless
mercy will, at our dying day, forgive us our sins that
we have sinned against Him in this wretched world.
For doubtless, if we be sorry and repentant for the
sins and crimes which we have committed in the
sight of Our Lord, He is so free and so merciful
that He will forgive us our guilt and bring us into
His everlasting bliss. Amen."

HERE ENDS CHAUCER'S TALE OF MELIBEE
AND OF DAME PRUDENCE

